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MEMO TO EDITORS: Enclosed is a copy of Senator Baucus' speech
delivered at the Mansfield-Metcalf Dinner, March 27, 1982 in
Helena. In his speech, Sen. Baucus called for renewed arms
control negotiations between the U.S. and the Soviet Union.
Mansfield-Metcalf Dinner Speech
Thank you. It's always good to be home among friends.
Especiallly Democratic friends.
Last week, the Senate witnessed an extraordinary hearing.
Survivors of Hiroshima came to tell their story.
They told us why it must never happen again.
A doctor remembered seeing a young mother, clothes torn,
pushing a baby carriage.
The baby had wood embedded in his cheek. But he was not
crying.
People walked with .arms extended, knees bent, staring ahead,
crying.
He saw a streetcar full of people. Some were sitting,
others standing. In shock, he saw that all were dead.
There were other, similar stories.
The room was crowded. The Senators were listening. There
was shock and silence. You could hear a pin drop.
They weren't pleasant stories.. Nor were they happy stories.
But, they are part of the world we live in. They are a warning.
I am one of 20 Senators sponsoring the nuclear freeze
resolution. We want both sides -- the U.S. and the Soviet Union
-- to negotiate.
We want a fair, equal, balanced agreement. We remember the
words of President Kennedy:
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"We must never negotiate out of fear, but we must never fear
to negotiate."
Imagine the following situation:
There is trouble in some part -of the world. Both
sides.fear a nuclear attack. Both sides start evacuating
their major cities. Each sees the other evacuating.
Feeling war is coming, the Soviets attack first.
ICBMs shoot toward their targets. It is one minute past
midnight.
The President is asleep. The generals study the
evidence. There have been false alarms before. Six
minutes go by. They wake up the President. He may have
thirty minutes before the bombs go off.
The President launches a counter-attack. He orders
everyone to find shelter. Word goes out. People are
awakened. As they begin to move, there are eight minutes
left.
Panic. Roads are packed.. Traffic jams on the
highways.
Families are caught separated. While some search for
shelter, others frantically look for loved ones, knowing
they'll never see each other again. -One minute is left.
Finally, it happens. There is a flash.
Some people are blinded. Thirty million are killed
instantly. Fires begin, but no one can put them out.
Five million people have severe burns,-but only thousands
can be treated.
Communications are virtually dead.
Radiation spreads. Many who survive will die of
cancer. The rain is poisoned.
Most doctors, because they tend to live in cities,,
are killed. Others escape but cannot be found. No one
can care for the wounded.
One family has found shelter, but when their son
arrives -- ten minutes after the blast -- they face the
awful dilemma between letting him in and contaminating
everyone, or keeping him out so that they might live.
They let him in and they all die together.
And so on. And so on.
When does it all end? It ends when the politicians catch up
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with-the people.
It ends when we use our gifts for life, not death. When we
start rebuilding our economy: creating jobs, lowering interest
rates, building and selling houses -- rather than building
weapons that will most likely kill us all if they are used.
It ends when we listen to what our people are saying. In
Montana, in Vermont, in California, in town meetings across the
nation. They are saying: Eqough is enough.
We hear that nucl.ear weapons might actually be used.
We hear that nuclear war could be won.
We hear that nuclear war could be limited -- a bomb here, a
bomb there, and hopefully it will not spread.
We hear that we could hide from a nuclear war. We could
live under ground, eating canned food, waiting for the radiation
to clear.
We hear that unstable Third World nations want nuclear
weapons. Their neighbors, often enemies, want them too.
We hear that terrorists could get nuclear weapons.
We hear Soviet officials say they need stronger nuclear
arsenals -- because the Americans are building them.
We hear American officials say that we need stronger nuclear
arsenals -- because the Soviets are building them.
We hear that both sides plan new weapons -- in space.
And on. And on.
Imagine what we 'could do if we limit the arms race. We
could begin to solve some of the problems that Pat and Ted
mentioned. Think of how many jobs we could create. Think of how
many children we could educate, how many farmers could be assured
a fair deal. Think of how many houses could be built. How many
hungry people we could feed.
The same is true of the Soviets. They, too, are going to
bankrupt. Poland is in chaos. Romania is broke. Afghanistan .is
an albatross.
The Soviet economy is a shambles. Productivity is nil.
Alcoholism is high. Absenteeism is skyrocketing.
The time has come to negotiate. We give up nothings, exactly
nothing, in advance.
If negotiations fail -- we have lost nothing.
If they succeed -- we have gained a future.
We have gained a chance to use the Lord's gifts the way the
Lord intended.
Nuclear weapons changed the world forever.... For the first
time, we could destroy, in minutes, the results of thousands of
years of civilization.
If we listen to the Hiroshima survivors...and the town
meetings... and the-churches and schools, union halls and senior
citi.zens..... ...If we use our basic common sense, we can halt
the arms race.
Senator Mansfield may have said it best when he called the
arms race "an immense void of darkness". He called arms control
"a flicker of light against that darkness."
As the book says, where there is no vision, the people.
perish.
But where there is vision, there is hope.
As Democrats and as people, we must do whatever we can.
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THANK YOU. IT'S ALWAYS GOOD TO BE
HOME AMONG FRIENDS. ESPECIALLY DEMOCRATIC
FRIENDS.
LAST WEEK, THE SENATE WITNESSED
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AGAIN.
A DOCTOR REMEMBERED SEEING A YOUNG
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CARRIAGE.
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IN HIS
AN
BABY
-2-
PEOPLE WALKED WITH ARMS EXTENDED,
KNEES BENT, STARING AHEAD, CRYING.
HE SAW A STREETCAR FULL OF
SOME WERE SITTING,
PEOPLE.
OTHERS STANDING. IN
SHOCK, HE SAW THAT -ALL WERE DEAD.
THERE WERE OTHER, SIMILAR STORIES.
THE ROOM WAS CROWDED,
WERE LISTENING.
SILENCE.
THE SENATORS
THERE WAS SHOCK AND
YOU COULD HEAR A PIN DROP.
THEY WEREN'T PLEASANT STORIES.
WERE THEY HAPPY STORIES. BUT, THEY ARE
PART OF THE WORLD WE LIVE IN. THEY ARE A
WARNING.
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FAMILIES ARE CAUGHT SEPARATED.
WHILE SOME SEARCH FOR SHELTER, OTHERS
FRANTICALLY LOOK FOR THEIR LOVED ONES,
KNOWING THEY'LL NEVER SEE EACH OTHER AGAIN.
ONE MINUTE IS LEFT.
FINALLY, IT HAPPENS. THERE IS A FLASH.
/
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SOME PEOPLE ARE BLINDED. THIRTY
MILLION ARE KILLED INSTANTLY.
BUT NO .ONE CAN PUT THEM OUT.
FIRES BEGIN,
FIVE MILLION
PEOPLE HAVE SEVERE BURNS
THOUSANDS CAN
, BUT ONLY
BE TREATED.
COMMUNICATIONS ARE VIRTUALLY DEAD.
RADIATION SPREAD
WILL DIE OF CANCER.
MANY WHO SURVIVE
THE RAIN IS POISONED.
2
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MOST DOCTORS, BECAUSE THEY TEND TO
LIVE IN CITIES, ARE KILLED.
BUT CANNOT BE FOUND. NO ON
OTHERS ESCAPE
E CAN CARE FOR
THE WOUNDED.
ONE FAMILY HAS FOUND SHELTER, BUT
WHEN THEIR SON ARRIV ES -- TEN MINUTES AFTER
THE BLAST -- THEY FACE THE AWFUL DILEMMA
BETWEEN LETTING HIM IN AND CONTAMINATING
EVERYONE, OR KEEPING HIM OUT SO THAT THEY
MIGHT LIVE.
DIE TOGETHER.
THEY LET HIM IN AND THEY ALL
AND SO ON. AND SO ON.
WHEN DOES IT ALL END? IT ENDS WHEN
THE POLITICIANS CATCH UP WITH THE PEOPLE.
/
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WE HEAR THAT NUCLEAR WAR COULD BE
WE HEAR THAT NUCLEAR WAR COULD BE
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NUCLEAR WAR. WE COULD LIVE UNDER GROUND,
EATING CANNED FOOD, WAITING FO-R THE
RADIATION TO CLEAR.
WE HEAR THAT UNSTABLE THIRD WORLD
NATIONS WANT NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THEIR
NEIGHBORS, OFTEN ENEMIES, WANT THEM TOO.
WE HEAR THAT TERRORISTS COULD GET
NUCLEAR WEAPONS.C
WON.
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HOUSES COULD BE BUILT. HOW MANY HUNGRY
PEOPLE WE COULD FEED.
THE SAME IS TRUE OF THE SOVIETS.
TOO, ARE GOING BANKRUPT. POLAND
IN CHAOS. ROMANIA IS BROKE. AFGHANISTAN
IS AN ALBATROSS. ,
THE SOVIET ECONOMY IS A SHAMBLES.
PRODUCTIVITY IS NIL. ALCOHOLISM IS HIGH.
ABSENTEEISM IS SKYROCKETING.
THE TIME HAS COME TO NEGOTIATE.
GIVE UP NOTHING, EXACTLY NOTHING,
ADVANCE.
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IF NEGOTIATIONS FAIL
NOTHING.
-- WE HAVE LOST
IF THEY SUCCEED -- WE HAVE GAINED A
FUTURE.
WE HAVE:
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GAINED A/ CHANCE TO USE THE
THE WAY THE LORD INTENDED.
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.... IF WE USE OUR BASIC COMMON SENSE,
WE CAN HALT THE ARMS RACE.
SENATOR MANSFIELD MAY HAVE SAID IT
BEST WHEN HE CALLED THE ARMS RACE "AN
IMMENSE VOID OF DARKNESS" . HE CALLED
ARMS CONTROL "A FLICKER OF LIGHT AGAINST
THAT DARKNESS."
AS THE BOOK SAYS, WHERE THERE IS
VISION, THE PEOPLE PERISH.
BUT WHERE THERE IS VISION, THERE
HOPE.
AS DEMOCRATS AND
DO WHATEVER WE CAN.
AS PEOPLE , WE MUST
THANK YOU.
(PAUSE FOR MOMENT FOR TRANSITION
TO INTRODUCE SENATOR MELCHER)
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